6. Ingredients for Success: Escaping the Pesticide Trap (Student Worksheet)
· Prepared by Gerry Marten and Julie Marten (EcoTipping Points Project)

INSTRUCTIONS:  This worksheet will help you to identify the Ingredients for Success in a real situation. First review the Vocabulary needed for this success story. Second, read the success story, underlining the new vocabulary as you go. Finally, write on your worksheet a bullet-point list of elements in the story that are examples of each ingredient for success. For instance, if someone from another city introduced a new idea or helped get a project going, you could put a phrase or sentence about that under ‘outside stimulation and facilitation.’ Be as SPECIFIC as possible. You should have at least one example for each ingredient, though for some you may have many!

Vocabulary
1. Pesticide – A substance that kills harmful plants or animals.
2. Insecticide – A pesticide used to kill insects.

3. Fertilizer – A substance applied to the soil to improve plant growth. Chemical fertilizers are manufactured and contain plant nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorous, or potassium. Organic fertilizers are natural materials such as animal manure, compost, or straw.

4. Agrochemical – A chemical for farming.
5. Multinational corporation – A large company that operates in several different countries.

6. Indentured labor – Work under a contract that obligates a person to continue the work for a specified period. An employer for child indentured labor pays a parent for the child to work for a period such as a year.

7. Toxic chemical – Poison.
8. Pesticide (or insecticide) resistance – The ability of a plant or animal to be unharmed by a pesticide.

9. Vermicomposting – Making organic fertilizer by rotting manure, leaves, or other plant materials with the assistance of earthworms. The earthworms break the material into small pieces so bacteria can reach all of the material to decompose it, transforming it into plant   nutrients.

10.   Marketing cooperative – An organization that sells its members’ products. 

Student Responses

1. Shared community awareness and commitment

2. Outside stimulation and facilitation

3. Enduring commitment of local leadership

4. Co-adaption between social system and ecosystem

5. “Letting nature do the work”

6. Rapid results

7. A powerful symbol

8. Overcoming social obstacles

9. Social and ecological diversity

10.  Social and ecological memory

11.  Building resilience

