6. Ingredients for Success: New York City Community Gardens (Student Worksheet)
· Prepared by Gerry Marten and Julie Marten (EcoTipping Points Project)

INSTRUCTIONS:  This worksheet will help you to identify the Ingredients for Success in a real situation. First review the Vocabulary needed for this success story. Second, read the success story, underlining the new vocabulary as you go. Finally, write on your worksheet a bullet-point list of elements in the story that are examples of each ingredient for success. For instance, if someone from another city introduced a new idea or helped get a project going, you could put a phrase or sentence about that under ‘outside stimulation and facilitation.’ Be as SPECIFIC as possible. You should have at least one example for each ingredient, though for some you may have many!

Vocabulary

1. Vacant Lot: An area that used to contain a building or house, but was abandoned.

2. Public Services: services governments provide people for their welfare and safety.

3. Urban: Having to do with cities.

4. Community Garden: A garden belonging to and worked by a whole community instead of individuals.

5. Property Value:  How much the property in an area is worth.

6. Violate: to harm or not show respect.

7. Vitality: Liveliness and strength. 

Student Responses

1. Shared community awareness and commitment

2. Outside stimulation and facilitation

3. Enduring commitment of local leadership

4. Co-adaption between social system and ecosystem

5. “Letting nature do the work”

6. Rapid results

7. A powerful symbol

8. Overcoming social obstacles

9. Social and ecological diversity

10.  Social and ecological memory

11.  Building resilience

